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THE CONTAFLEX I  CONTROLS

1 Focusing mount
2 Focusing scale
3 Distance setting index
4 Depth of f ield scale

5 Shutter speed setting ring
6 Shutter speed setting index
7 Aperture ring
8 Aperture setting knob
9 Aperture setting index

10 Synchronizing lever

further camera controls see page 42For
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made by zErss rKoN AG.,  srurrcARTl

combines the advantages of a miniature

with those of a reflex camera. Its de-
sign is based on many years of expe-
rience in the manufacture of precision

cameras.  Whi le i t  has been produced

for the advanced amateur, i t
is of equal value to the pro-

fessional worker, the scien-

t ist, and the tecl 'rnical photo-

grapher.

The sensib le lay-out  of  the
various controls and scales,
and the coupled shutter ten-
sioning and f i lm transport,
are designed f or eff icient
operation of this small and
handy camera even under
the most diff icult condit ions.

The large, bright, parallax-free f inder is
combined in one eyepiece wi th the range-
finder systems. These, together with the
outstanding performance of the world-
famous 13lE inch (45 mrr) zErss TESSAR
f 12.8 lens,  ensure pin-sharp pictures every-
t ime which wi l l  a lways give pleasure.

To make the most of al l  the nerv features
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of your coNlArLEX please study th is in-
struction booklet carefully. While doing
so/open out thefront  andback cover pages

for easier comparison of the description
with the i l lustrat ions of  the camera.

Start by practising the various operations

of  p icture taking wi thout  a f i lm in the ca-

rnera.  I f  you are doubtfu l  on any point ,

your photo dealer will be glad to help you

rvith further advice and information.

We are sure that you ha.ve rnade a wise

choice in buyirrg the coNrrnF'lrx. \(/e would

l ike to share vour enioyment,  and we shal l

appreciate i t  i f  you care to scncl  us sorne

of the outstarrd ing pictures -vou have takerr

with lrour (igN-I'AtjI-ux.

Tlr( ficlur( ttn l)dge z o.l the (rper '1,.1s tdk(n fiith th?

CON'I 'AFLI lX 11t  r '2rs  .s?crr r t . l  d t  J ' l  in  br i l l : t  sunl iqht .

5
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The rnost prominent feature is the larqe

br iqbt  l inder which shows the picture in

al inost  natural  s ize before you take i t .  A

stepped Fresnel- type f ie ld lens evenly i l lu-

minates the paral lax- f ree f inder image r ight

into the corners. You observe it through

a pentaprism which shows an upright and

r ight-way round picture at  eye- level .  The

f inder indicates the correct  f ie ld of  v iew

evcn with the lens attachments or the

supplementary lenses for close-up photo-

graphy.

The focuslnQ syslem wi th the spl i t - image

rangefinder and the ground glass screen

ring within the finder measures the exact

distance and automaticallv sets the lens.

The world-famous zErss TESSAn f/2.8 lens

with a focal length of 731a. inches (45 mm)

yields pin-sharp images on black-and-white

or colour fi lm. It is of course colour cor-

rectecl and coated.

The Sync' l : r  o-Compur sbut ler ,  model  MXV ,
has shutter speeds from 1 to 1/;oo second

^ 
L
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as wel l  as a B set t ing for  t ime €xposures
of  any durat ion.  The bui l t - in f lash contact

permits synchronizat ion wi th a l l  types of

f lash at  the fastest  shut ter  speed. I t  is  a lso

f i t ted wi th a selJ- t imer.

Al l  set t ings are v is ib le at  a g lance f rorr- r

above .

The br ight ,  paral lax- f ree,  v iewf inder and

rangefinder system, the sltrinQ-loaded pre-

selector iris and the coupled fihn transport

and shutter tensioning mec'hanism make

the camera ready for  act ion at  a moment 's

not ice.

The camera takes 24x36 mm negat ives on

35 mrn miniaturcf i ln  avai lable in standarcl

daylight cassettes, daylight refi l ls, dark-
room ref i l ls ,  or  as bulk f i lm. With the

specia l  casset tes the f i lm can be changed

in dayl ight  af ter  any nunrber of  erposures

without  rewinding.

The rc i r ropable back s impl i f ies loading and

unloading as wel l  as c leaning of  the camera.

The t t l l -mctal  bot ly  guarantees t l - re utnrost

mechanical  precis ion of  a l l  conrponents

the hal l -mark of  zr : rss rxoN Ir roducts.

7
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Setting the Aperture

Depress the button (8) and at the same

time rotate the black milled ring (7) carry-

ing the aperture scale until the required

aperture number is opposite the index (9).

If  necessary/ the diaphragm can also be

set to intermediate values. Vhen making

some consecutive exposures it  is recomm-

endable to check the setting before each

exposure. As the aperture ring cl icks into

posit ion at each sett ing, you can even set

the aperture in the dark by touch only. In

that case start from one cnd pcsit ion
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il
and count the clicks to the required setting.
The aperture can be adjusted whether the
shutter is tensioned or not (see next
section).

Setting the Shutter Speed

Rotate the chromium plated milled ring (5)
until the black dot (6) is opposite the re-
quired speed figure (see Fig.2). The milled
ring clicks into position at each setting; this
precludes intermediate speeds. The num-
bers indicate fractions of a second (thus
60stands forl/aosecond, and so on).\When
set to B, the shutter remains open as long
as the release button(14)is depressed (see
page 20). For setting the self-timer see
page 24.

To tension the SynchrJ-Compur shutter
turn the winding knob (12) in the direc-
tion of the arrow as far as it will go. This
at the same time advances the film by one
frame. The coupling of the film transport
and shutter tensioning makes double ex-
posures and blank frames impossible. All
shutter speeds can be set either before or
after winding the film. Keeping the shutter
tensioned does not harm it in anv wav.

9
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A Useful Hint, \7hen winding the knob

don't just twiddle it round with two

fingers l ike a screw. A much more con-

venient and quicker way is to swing both

hands simultaneously in opposite direc-

t ions, with one hand holding on to the

camera body and the other gripping the

winding knob (Fig.  3) .

Vhen winding the shutter, please note

that the winding knob (12) should be

turned unt i l  a posi t ive resistance is  fe l t ,

otherwise the shutter may remain closed

when operat ing upon being re leased.

r -F . r ._ '
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Settirtg the clistanee

The built- in coupled rangef inder system

sets the camera to the correct  d istance.
tVhen you look through the f inder eye-

piece (20) you wi l l  see a c lear c i rc le en-

closed by u ground glass screen ring in the

centre of the f ield of view. This circle is

cu t  in  two by  a  hor izon ta l  l ine  (F igs .4

and 5).  You can measure the subf  ect  d i -

s tance in  two w&vS:

t .  S i qh t  a  ue r t i ca l  l i ne  ( t . q .  I be  edqe  o f

a uta l l ,  or  a t ree t runk) tbrouqb tbe

finder. On turninQ the f ocusittg mount

(r) ,  the imaQe in the upper hal f  of  the

c: i rc le wi l l  mot)e re lat iue to tbe lower

hal t ' .  Wben tbe two haloes of  the imaQe

are exact ly  a l iqned, tbe lens is  set  to

the correct  d istance.

2.  l f  the subiect  shows no prominent uer-

t icals,  obserue tbe imaQe in tbe ground

glass r inq.  Turn the f  ocusing mount ( t )

to or  f ro unt i l  th is imaQe on the ground

glass is  Pin sbarp.

1 1
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I t  is  i inmater ia l  which method lou use;  in

ei ther case the lens is  automat ical ly  set  to

the required distance.
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The Depth of field seale

The sharp definit ion of the lens is not

l imited to subjects at the exact focused

distance, but also covers a certain range

in front of , and behind, this point. That
zone of sharpness is comparatively small
at ful l  aperture (f12.8), but increases the
fi lore you stop down the lens.

The depth of f ield scale (4) shows the
extent of this zone at various aperture
sett ings. Two series of aperture numbers
are engraved for this purpose to the left
and r ight  of  the distance set t ing index (3) .
The f igures on the focusing scale (2) op-
posi te these aperture numbers then in-
dicate the extent of the depth of f ield. For

-
o
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instance, with the lens set to 6 feet (Fig.6),

the left-hand figure 8 is opposite about

4rlz feet, and the right-hand figure 8 op-

posite about 9 feet. Thus for a subject

6 feet away and with the lens stopped

down to f/8, everything between about

4rlz and 9 feet will be sharp. The table

on page 16 gives more exact values.

You can equally go about it the other

way round and measure with the range-

finder the nearest and farthest points of

the subject that have to be sharp. Then

simply find the required aperture from

the depth of field scale.

For technical reasoris there is a second scale below

the focusing scale (2), but it has no bearing on the

operation on the CONTAFLEX.

The Correet Erposure

can be obtained from tables or determined

more accurately with the zslss IKoN IKo-
pHor RAIID photo-electric exposure meter.

The exposure time (shutter speed) depends

on the speed of the film, the general

subject brightness, the aperture, and the

factor of any filter that may be used. Do

not stop down further than necessary to

, ' l

I
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make sure of  the depth of  f ie ld you want.

Otherwise you may need long exposlr re

t inres which increase the r isk of  camera

shake, for  the srnal ler  the aperture the

longer you have to expose.  The znrss rxoN

rKopHo-r '  RAr)r)  exposure mcter c l i rect ly

shows the shut ter  speed corresponding to

each apcrture.  A specia l  rnocle l  is  avai lable

cal ibrated f  or  the shut ter  speecls of  the

C O N f A t r t - l t x  I .

I lememhet '  t l tese Busic,Set l i r r t ! 's  :

C)utdoor shots irr bright sunshine, rvi th 26

I ISI  (32 ASA) f i lm:

Aperture f/B
Shrrtter speecl 1/r, : ;  second

Outcloor shots with overcast sky',
rv i th  26 '  BSI  (32 ASA) f  i lm,

Aperture //5.6
Shutter speed 1/oo second

t 5
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Holding the eamera

Hold the coNrAFLEx perfectly st i l l  while

exposing. Support the camera body with

the palm of both hands and firmly grip it

wi th the f ingers (Fig.  7) .  Press the thumbs

against the back of the camera. Use the

second f inger of the left hand to rotate the

lens mount (1) for focusing, and the right

index f inger to press the release button

(14). Press the elbows l ightly against the

body. You can use either the left or the

right eye to look through the f inder (Figs.

8 and 9) .

1 7
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Releasing

To release the shutter, press the release

button (14).Use ei ther the t ip of  the in-

dex f inger (Fig. 14) or the f irst joint of

the f inger (Fig. 15), squeezing it  down-

wards. This method of releasing is special-

ly recommended, as experience has shown

that i t  is least l iable to cause camera

shake. If by any chance the winding knob

(12) was not wound to i ts ful lest extent,

thus advancing the film only part of the

wdy, the shutter will not open when you

press the release. This prevents double

exposures.

20
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The Finder

The finder image is only visible after ad-

vancing the film and tensioning the shutter

by the winding knob (12). This at the

same time pushes down the mirror inside

the camera; you know at a glance whether

the camera is ready to shoot'

As long as you can see the large bright

finder image, the lens aperture automati-

cally remains fully open. This permits

comfortable and accurate focusing. On

pressing the release button the spring-

loaded iris jumps to its pre-selected setting

just before the shutter uncovers the film'

The coNTAFLEx is the first camera to

utilize this system. The finder always

shows the correct field of view absolutely

without any parallax error, even with the

lens attachments or for close-ups with

supplementary lenses' You can easily

2 1
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"fol low" moving subjects with the camera,

for you see the image at eye-level, upright,

and the right way round. The black eye-

piece mount (20) unscrews and wil l  take

suitable correction lenses (Order No. 902)

to compensate for defects of vision. Even

if you normally wear spectacles you can

therefore observe the f ield of view and

the rangef inder wi thout  g lasses.

Zone Foeusing

To save t ime in focusing action subjects,

a zone focus sett ing is provided. Set the

aperture to the red f igure 8 and the distance

to 20 feet, also marked in red (Fig. 1 6).

Everything from 9 feet to infinity wil l  now

be sharp. According to the l ighting condi-

t ions,  set  the shut ter  to r ln,  L loo,  or  r le- ,

second.

Another useful way

of dealing with action

subiects is  as fo l lows.

For instance,  i f  you

want to get a shot of

t
f,

I
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clr i ldren at  p lay,  set  the aperrure and

shutter  speed' ,  and focus the lens ar  the

most sui table d istance.  Now watch the

view in the f inder,  and approach the sub-
ject  unt i l  the two halves of  the image in

the rangef inder f ie ld coincide ,  or  the pic-

ture is  sharp on the ground glass r ing.

Then just  check the v iew once more,  and

re lease.

E;rposrtres frorn a Tripor!

The (;oN-r'A rr lF.x can be mounted on a tr i-

pod (Fig.  17) by means of  the t r ipod bush

(21).  A bal l -and-socket  head or s imi lar  t r i -

pod head is required for upright photo-

graphs.  To avoid camera shake/  use a cable

re lease (see page 3Z) ;  th is  sc rews in to  the

threaded socket  in the re lease but ton (14).

Always make expo-

sures at  shut ter  speeds

slower than r f : to se-

cond and t ime expo-

sures f rom a t r ipod

or other sol id supporr .

2 3
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Fla.sh Shots and the Self-Timer

The speed-synchronized Synchro-Compur shutter model

MXV can be connected to any flash gun. The synchron-

izing lever (10) has three settings (Fig. 18).

Witb the leoer set to X the shutter closes the firing

circuit at the instant when the blades are fully open.

This is the correct setting for electronic flash units.

Witb the leoer set to M the shutter closes the firing

circuit before the blades are open; the delay correspondt \
to the firing delay of most flash bulbs. The M-setting

therefore synchronizes flash bulbs up to the fastest

shutter speeds.

Setting tlte leuer to V brings the self-timer into action'

On pressing the release button (14) the mirror moves

out of the way and the iris jumps to its pre-selected

aperture. The selftimer mechanism then takes about

8 seconds to run down, after which it automatically

releases the shutter at the set speed. The self-timer

will not work with time exposures (with the shutter set
to B). \With the self-timer in
operation, the shutter will
synchronize flash units in
the same way as at the
X-setting. Always tension
the shutter by winding /
the knob (12) before rou I
set the synchronizing le- 

\
ver to v.

e

, j
*

f,

24
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To take a flash shot, r.nove tl-re synchroniz-

ing lever (10) to the required set t ing.  Plug

the cable f rom the f lash uni t  into the f lash

socke t  (11 )  on  the  camera  (F ig .  18 ) ,  and

insert  the f lash bulb.  Pressing the re lease

button (14) f i res the f lash bulb in syn-

cl'rronization with the shutter, or sets off

the self-timer mechanisrn. The table below

shows the shutter speeds suitable for the

di f ferent  types of  f lash at  the M-,  X-,  and

V-setting of the sync'hronizing lever.

Osram
x M 1 , S O
XM 18,  S  OB
XP
XO
S 2

Phil ips
Irf  l ,  Pf 3, Pf 14, Pf 25, Pf 60
Pf 100

General Electr ic
N o .  5 ,  N o .  1 1 ,  N o -  2 2
SM
No.  50

Sv lvan ia- 
Bantam 8, 0, 2, 25C, Press 40
Press  28 ,  25 ,258,108
Press SF
Press  3 ,  38

Electronic Flash Units

|  -  1130
1 -  1 l3O
1 - 1/60
I  -  1/30
|  -  1115

1 -  1 l3O
1 -  1115

| - 1l3O
| -'t 1125
|  -  1115

1160 - 11500
1160 - 11125

1l3O_ 11500

1160 -11500
I l3o - 1t6o

| 160 - 11500

1 l3O-1160

1160  -115w
1160 -  1t125

| 130 - 1160

1 - 1 1 3 0
|  -  1 l3O
1-11125
|  -  1115
1 -11500

Synchronizing
Lever Set To

25

www.orphancameras.com



Opening the Camera

Hold the coNrAFLEx in your

left hand with the lens
pointing downwards, and

the finder housing against

the palm of the hand (Fig.

19). Place the thumb on the

camera back (18). Lift the

locking keys (19) in the

bottom of the coNTAFLEX

with the right hand and

turn them to the right or

left. Slightly push down the
camera back with the left
thumb (Fig. 20), and lift off

with the right hand (Fig. 2l).

Loading

First introduce the beginning
of the fi lm into the long slot

and hook it to the small
nose (fig. 22). Vhen using

bulk fi lm the beginning of
the film must for this pur-
pose be cut obliquely
(fig . 23).

26
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Then insert the cassette

in the lower chamber so that

the slotted shaft of the re-

wind knob engages the core

of the cassette spool. Insert

the take-up spool in the uP-

per chamber (Fig. 24). Now

wind the film up on the take-

up spool until the transPort

sprocket engages the film

perforations at both sides

(Fig. 25). Hold the film in

contact with the transPort

sprocket with the left thumb,
place the camera back into

its grooves from above (Fig.

26), and slide it up to close

the camera completelY. Turn

the locking keys (19) in the

bottorn of the coNTAtrLEx,

and fold thenr down. Vith

the back in posit ion, thekeys

can only be folded down

when the back is properlY

pushed home. Finally wind

the knob (12) and release

27
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the shutter twice to wind uP

the exposed f i lm leader on

to the take-up spool and to

bring a length of unexposed

film into position behind the

fi lm aperture.

During f i lm transport the

rewind knob (15) must ro-

tate in the opposite direction

to the arrow engraved on it.

This indicates that the film

is advancing properly. Vhen

using bulk film or 2O-expo-

sure cassettes the film may

unroll i tself inside the cas-

sette, and the rewind knob

will not rotate f or the f irst

few frames. In that case turn

the rewind knob in the di-

rection of the arrow until

you f eel some resistance to

show that the film has been

loaded correctly. This is also

a way of telling whether

there is any film in the ca-

mera at al l .
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Turn the milled film counter disc (13) to

No. 0 (you can turn it in either direction),

and the coNrAFLEx is ready for the first

exposure (FiS. 27).

The Special Cassettes

The coNTAFLEx also takes the same

special cassettes as the coNTAx. You can

work from the cassette to the take-up

spool, or from cassette to cassette' The

coNTAx cassette consists of two shells and

a centre spool. To open it, press the locking

button, turn the inner and outer shells

against each other until their slots coincide,

and pull apart (Fig' 28).

The cassette will take darkroom refills,

daylight refills, or bulk film. \When work-

ing with a take-up cassette the film must

otly b. hooked on the spool of the feed

cassette. If the film is to be rewound, the

end should be firmly fixed to the feed

spool. In that case push the narrow tongue

through the short slot of the core so that

it protrudes from the long slot. Now

introduce the tongue once more into the

small slot, retain it with your thumb and

pull the film taut (Fig. 29)' Then wind

the film up on the sPool.

29
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Insert the ful l  spool, with

the mi l led spool  knob in

front, into the inner shell of
the casset te,  and push the
outer shel l  over i t .  The f i lm
end should then protrude

through the superimposed

slots of the shells. Turn the
inner and outer  shel ls  against
each other unti l  they lock
and the word "  zu" appears.
$/hen working with two cas-
set tes (Fig.  30) there is  no
need to rewind the f i lm. I t

can also be unloaded after
any rrumber of exposures
together with the take-up
casset te in broad dayl ight .
But advance the f i lm by two
frames before opening the
camera.  This two-casset te
system is specia l ly  useful  i f
you want to change over

f requently fron-r black-and-
whi te f i lm to colour and v ice
versa.  When insert ing the
casset tes in the feed or  take-
up chambers make sure that
the locat ing pegs of  the
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cassettes engage in the corresponding
grooves of the camera body. Turning the
locking keys of the camera back automati-
cally opens or closes the cassettes.

Every cassette is supplied in a special con-
tainer. The lid carries a small window and
can be fitted in two positions. \7hen stor-
ing an exposed cassette in the container,
fit the lid in such a way that the marking
"Expl' is visible through the window.

The Film Indicator

To show the type of film loaded into the
coNrAFLEx r, the rewind knob (15) carries
a film indicator. This can be set to daylight
type colour film, artificial light type colour
film, or black-and-white film, and the ap-
propriate speed of each. To adjust the in-
dicator, turn the inner disc (16) so that the

3 l
*

i l  t
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index mark of the outer

ring points to the type

and speed of the f i lm in

the  camera  (F ig .  31) .

Llnloading

If the camera is loaded

with a standard film cas-

sette, the f i lm must be

rewound before unloading. Depress the

reversing button (17) underneath the

camera, and rewind the f i lm into the feed

cassette by turning the rewind knob (15)

in the direction of the arrow (Fig. 32).

Vhen a take-up cassette is used in place

of the take-up spool, there is no need to

rewind the f i lm. In that case the f i lm may

also be changed after any number of ex-

posures in broad daylight; just advance

the f i lm and release the shutter twice after

the last exposure in order

to get the last exposed

frame into the take-up

casset te.

Then open the coNrA-

FLEx as described on

page 26 and take out

the standard or special
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casset te wi th the exposecl  f i lm.  Be sure

to remove immediately f rom the carrera
anl '  f ragrrents that  rn ight  have coure of f
the  f i lm .

'l-lte 
Ercr-llettd.t' (.'ase

The pract ical  ever-reaclv case (Fig.  33)
protects the coNreFlr- :x  against  dantage.
The camera is  held in the case bv a screw
and need not be renror.'ed for picture

taking.  The case wi l l  a lso hold the coNrA-
r , lp:x wi th a f i l ter ,  the accessorv shoe,
and t l re lens at tachment holder.  The l id
of  the case is  p ivotecl  ancl  swings out  of
the wa1'  u 'hcn taking upr ight  shots.  The
upperpart  of  the caser,r ' i l l  a lso accor-nodatc.
two f i l ters (wi thout  their  container) .

('urr.t ' irrg ,5trup

To enable you to carr l ,  the coN'rAr i r - r ,X
round vour neck rvithout the ever-ready
case,  a carry ing strap is  avai lable.  This is
fittecl with safety

hooks to hook in-

to the two e). /e-
Iets (22).
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F'ilters

zErss rKoN precision fi lters are available

for special effects in yellow, 1'ellow-green,

orange/ red,  rxoLon- l .  ancl  - t r  and as ul t ra-

v io let  f i l ters.  The1. s6,- .n '  i r r to the lens

molrnt (27 mm diameter) or slip over the

lens attachnrerrt 'I 'rLIlsKop (55 mm dia-

rneter, see page 37). With fi lters the ex-

posure must be increased by the corres-

ponding fi lter factor which is engraved on

the nrount  of  a l lzuss txosprecis ionf i l ters.

T'he (:O,\' ' |APOL Polurizirrg F ilter

The coNrapol polarizing fi lter, screwed

into the lens mount, eliminates disturbing

reflections from shinv surfaces of the sub-

ject. You can observe the effect of the

polarizing fi lter in the finder. \i l/hen rotat-

ing the coNTApoL take care not to change

the distance set t ing accidental ly .  A lens

hood or supplenrentary lens or both can

be mounted on top of the crtNrapol-. For

further details see the instructions enclos-

ed wi th the polar iz ing f i l ter .

34
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PI|O.YAR Lenscs for Close-ups

The r;oivr',,rr,l lrx lcns focuses dorvn to a

distance of  3 feet .  For nearer subiects

coated z l j rss pROX,ln supplernentary lenses

are available which slip over the camera

lcns (rnount d iameter 28.5 rnm).  The f inder

u ' i l l  s t i l l  show the correct  f ie ld of  v iew

rvi thout  any paral lax error ,  and the coNTA-

r.LLX can be focusecl  in the same way as

clescr ibed on page 1 1.  There are four lno-

x^R lcnses u ' i th focal  lengths of  3911-t

inches (100 cnr)  for  subjects down to 19; ] r '+

inches (50 cm), 1-c)' 'r '+ inches (50 cm) for

subjects between 19: j r '+ and 17: t i t  inc 'hes

(50 to 30 cm),  I  1Bl+ inches (30 cm) for

subjects down to 9 inches (22.5 cm),  and

B incl res (20 cnr)  for  d istances down to61l , t

incl-res (16 cnt). The table orr page 36

gives detai ls  of  the subject  c l is tances,  the

scale of  reproduct ion,andthe f ie ld covered.

The distances are measured f rom the f ront

eclge of the supplementary lens mount to

the subject .  An aperture of  l lB usual ly

y ie lds suf f ic ient  depth of  f ie ld.

.t5
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Foeusing Table for P RO XA R Supplementary Lenses

Subject

Distance

Reduc-

tion

1 :

Lens

set to

(feet)

1 ' 7 "  X 2 '  5 "
1' 411a," X 2' t l r"

t ,  2 t l z "  X  1 ' 1 0 "
1 1 s 1 n , ' y 1 '  6 ' ,
19112', y 7'  4"
9 1 1 2 , ' y  1 '  1 "

103/r" X I '  3lr"
9"  x  1 '  731e"
8"  X  l ' ,  ! l z "

7 1 1 t "  X  1 1 "

631; ,X  70r l t , ,
6tla," X 9112"

€ g

d C
; -  o gq ^ <
. , -  

X
E -\.J

inf. | 3' 3tlz"
20 | 2'9'lz"
10 |  2 '5 r lz "  l

7 '731r "
1 ' 6 "
r ' 5 "
1:  31 /2"
7 ' 7 r l z "
1 '  3 l r "

€ z

# F c a
O t  - <

;E5

inf.
20
10
6
4
5

6,11/16" x 101/s"

6!t" y 9rlz"
6" X 93/ro"
5s/16" X gc/r6"

5tle" X Zttlru"
4 3 l n ' ,  X  7 8 l r c ' ,

a q

+ E

a  u a
- 9 x

inf.  |  1'  751rc"
20 |  1 '  " le"
10 |  t t ' ,Uu"
6 | 71tla"
4 | 70tla"
3 |  9t lz"

7.38
6.96
6.65
6.19
5.69
5.24

4.43
4.30
4.16
3.97
3.75
3.55

inf.
20
10
6
4
5

t ' l g

72t l sz"

t ' " l s z

t'ls2

G3ln"

631e"

4" X 63/sz"
371a" X 5tu7,u"
3zs1*" 7 5tln"

3e1rc,' x 5t5l'r-"
331a" X 55lsz"

3iln" X 41 lB"

E ?
E ̂ .9

' i t r

*  5 5
€Rx
- d

Tbc field size is calculated Jor a useJul image area of xX35 nn
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Lens Attachments
The zprss IKoN TELEsKoP increases the

effective focal length of the coNrepI-sx

lens 1.7 times. Like in a telescope, the

subject is brought near and recorded in

large size. The stereo attachment srERI-

TAR-A extends the scope of the coNTAFLEx

to cover the interesting field of stereo

photography. Both attachments are simply

mounted in front of the lens with the aid

of the attachment holder. No accessory

finders are required.

The Lens Hood

This prevents flare and veiling in against-

the-light shots. In bad weather it also pro-

tects the lens against rain or snow. The

zErss IKoN lens hood can also be mounted

on top of filters or pRoxAR lenses. The

mount diameter required is 28.5 mm' or

55 mm for use with the TELESKoP screw

mount.
The Cable Release

At slow shutter speeds and for time ex-

posures a cable release is advisable (see

Fig. 17 on page 23). This screws into the

threaded socket in the release button (14).

The znrss rxoN cable release is fitted with

a lock to keep the shutter open for long

time exposures with the shutter set to "B".

3 7

T
-L\tr

\-7

I

'7

I
E
I

. 1 : i l , l : 1 , : , i , : ;  
-  - . j , , i . - - f . , . ' '

,  , . i . , , r
.. l-:,4;.;rii.r.ir!) l f :"ll:t{-
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;' The Aeeessory Shoe

i An accessory shoe can
i be f ixed to the coNTAFLEX

for mounting various ac-

cessories on the camera.

I-Inscrew the black mount

of the f inder eyepiece
(20), place the accessory

shoe over the eyepiece

opening, and screw the

black mount back again to hold the shoe

in place (Fig. 34).

Colour Photography

The outstanding quality and colour cor-

rection of the zErss TESSAR lens ensure
particul arly fine colour shots with the

coNTAirLEx r .  Since colour f i lms have a
very l imited exposure lati tude as compared
with black-and-white f i lm, the exposure

must be really accurate in colour photo-

graphy. There the zErss rKoN rKopHor
RAprD photo-electric exposure meter (see

i l lustrat ion on page 15) is  very useful .

Ask your photo dealer for a detai led free

leaf let .

Copring

A specia l  t r ipod head is avai lable f  or

using the coNTAFLEX wi th the coNlAX

3 B

-L
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copying outf i ts. To make focusing easier,

a r ightangle viewing telescope can be

screwed over the f inder eyepiece.

fr-lash Shots

The zErss rKoN rKeBLrrz 0 and folding

rKor.Lrrz flash guns are specially suitable

for f lash shots with the corurAFlEx. Prefer-

ably use the zErss rKoN right-angle plug

(see Fig. 18 on page 24) to connect the

f lash uni ts to the f lash socket  (11) of  the

camera.

Artificial Light Erposures

The Movrr-u,r, l  universal l ighting unit pro-

v ides ar t i f ic ia l  l ight  of  any required inten-

s i ty  (Fig.  3 5) .  I t  can be f i t ted wi th two,

four, or even six reflectors. As the lamps

are individually ad-
justable,  a l l  k inds

of  l ight ing ef fects

are  poss ib le .

39
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The Inside Slory

You will probably want to know more about what goes

on inside your coNlAFLEx, and how this masterpiece of

optical and mechanical precision engineering really

works. But please don't satisfy your curiosity by attack-

irg the camera with a screw driver or pliers it

certainly won't do your coNTAFLEx any good! Never-

theless we should like to give you some idea of the

internal anatomy of your cameraf and have therefore

shown a cross-section of it on the last page. There you

can follow the path of the light from the lens via the

mirror and finder system to the eye. The letters of the

illustration indicate the following details:

b
c

Winding knob witb film counter

and release button
Pentapristn
Finder eyepiece
Condenser lens
Fresnel field lens with ground glass

screen ring and split-image rangeJinder

Mirror
Capping plate ' n'

Film tra&
Film pressure plate

Remooable ba&.
Tripod busb
Spring -lo a ded pr e- s el ector iris
Diapbragm sbutter
13rain(h (as nm) ZEISS TESSAR f z.s lens

t t 'A tQ f ( ' r  z7

o 3 {sz!
40
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Care of the CONTAFLEX

From time to time clean the film track, the cas-

sette chambers, and the back of the coNrAFLEx

carefully with a soft brush. Do not, boweoer,

force in tbe capping plate, as tbat migbt damage

tbe,me(Ltanlsnr. Gently wipe the lens with a soft,

wellwashed piece of l inen (but not leather!); after

removing any dust with a soft brush. However,

clean the lens only if it is really necessary. Polish

the chromium plated outside fitt ings of the

camera occasionally with a soft l inen rag.

The Serial number

The back of every coNrAFLEx, as well as the

mount of the zErss TESSAn lens built into the ca-

mera each carry a serial number. Make a note

of both these numbers of your coNTAFLEx/ as

they may be of material help in tracing the

camera if lost or stolen.

Tedtnical improoements nay result in slight departures from this
descriptton in the details of the camera.
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THE CONTAFLEX I  CONTROLS

l l  Flash socket
12 Winding knob
13 Fi lm counter disc
14 Release button
15 Rewind knob

16 Film indicator
17 Reversing button
18 Removable camera back
19 Locking keys of camera back
20 Finder eyepiece
2l Tripod bush
22 Eyelets for carrying strap

numbers refer partly to Fig. 1 on page 3 of the front cover
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